A New Children’s Reading Environment in a Library
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“Brother, | wanna the picture books about rabbits.” “It’s my turn, Sister.” “Mum, it’s
much bigger than our TV set.” These are the conversation among the family who visited
the children’s reading room in the 2007 Children’s Event Site of Oita University. In this
children’s reading room is placed the BrowsReader system, which can help children
find printed/digitized picture books and reading digitized picture books. On that day,
about 300 children and their families happily used the system.

In the recent years, more scholars and parents have become to feel that picture books
play an important role as textbooks for children. Some of them begin to worry about
that children do not like to read the picture books any more in today’s information world
with various kinds of electrical games and products. But from the above scene we saw
in the Children’s Event, we can say that children still like to read, and they just need a
reading environment.

In a conventional children’s reading room as shown in the following picture, let us set
a table with a built-in touch display and a personal computer installed with the
BrowsReader System, a new children’s reading environment then can be built.

An image of a new children’s reading environment.
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In this new children’s reading environment, children can easily find the books of their
interest from a large quantity of intermixed collections of digitized/printed picture
books, and read both digitized and printed picture books with the same interface on the
table. It can be set in a library, a common center, or a kindergarten, and so on.

Using the BrowsReader System to find the picture books.

The picture in the above shows an example situation of using the BrowsReader
System. The system consists of a part for finding picture books by browsing, as shown
in the background, and a part for reading digitized picture books, as shown in the front.
In the former part, the front cover images and the titles/author-names of the picture
books are put in the same interface together for children to understand the relationship
between the primary information and the secondary information. When a child, who has
imagined about “ 9 = X (rabbit),” can find a book by dragging an icon for a character,
e.g., “&,” that occurred in his/her mind, by browsing in the enlarged index of the titles
and the author names or the enlarged bookshelf and then by checking the details of the
front cover images in some bookcases. The books found can be read with his/her friends
in the latter part, where they together or one after another flip the pages by dragging the
displayed images. In this picture, another book about “ % & X which had been under
reading is displayed behind the reading one.

Children need a reading environment in a public place, where they can visit with their

friends and families. Let’s do something to help children’s reading activities together.
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